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Yes, there’s big news this quarter as
we start planning our relocation to an
even bigger facility. This move is
long overdue and necessary as we
realize the tremendous need for our
services in the NW Phoenix area.
We have outgrown our available
space at Faith Bible Church and have
had to turn away new friends be-
cause of the lack of necessary room
to provide proper services.

The new location will be in the 51
Bells Business Park located at the
southwest corner of 51st Avenue and
Bell Road in Glendale. The site in-
cludes a number of buildings that
were available, and the DEC Man-
agement selected the building imme-
diately behind the former Charlie’s
American Grill Restaurant. The new
official address will be 16890 N. 53rd
Avenue.

Much work still remains to be done to
the building before it will be ready for
the DEC program. This work in-
cludes the building of walls, the con-
struction of a new kitchen, the instal-
lation of carpeting and tile, and the
necessary upgrades to make every-
thing handicapped accessible. All of

these improvements are possible due
to the generosity of one very special
anonymous donor.

Part of the new features include a
computer lab, a library/conference
room, a TV lounge, and a sensory/
therapy room. The new facility will
also offer closer access from the
parking lot to the program area than
was previously available at Faith
Bible Church.

October 31, 2011

We trust, hope, and pray that this
new location will be a real bless-
ing to all of our friends, clients,
and staff as we move into a new
chapter of our history. Of course
there will be some unique needs
and challenges as we move into
this new space. Volunteer sup-
port and contributions will be

greatly appreciated. Please call
the office at (623) 328-7129 or
visit www.dec-az.com.

Program Highlights

DTA Adult Program

August at the DTA was a ‘Creative’
month. The focal point for most of
their events and cooking activities
were with the creative mind at work.
They made their own ice cream
sandwiches, constructed a home-
made smores oven and prepared
smores , created their own waffles,
fashioned water instruments, and
produced their own calendars.
September was ‘Good Neighbor’
month, where the focus was to re-
mind everyone to be a good neighbor
and to be kind. They made no-bake
cookies and pencil holders and
passed them out to the church and
community. They picked up trash in
the neighborhood, talked about

DEC'’S local supporters, celebrated
Labor Day with a party and observed a
moment of silence on the 10th anni-
versary of “9-11".

October was ‘Explore Nature’ month.
The clients and staff were able to be-
gin to enjoy the outdoors again. They
went on a lot of nature walks, picked
special rocks and fashioned neck-
laces, picked flowers and created
pictures, crafted sea plaques, pre-
pared mud snacks, made candy Jars
and had a Harvest festival.-

by Linda Pennix, Program Manager

DTS/DTT Children’s Program
In our children’s program we have
seen many new faces come, and
wished those moving on the very best

in the 2011-2012 school year. Our
clients have developed friendships
with each other that will be won-
derful to witness when we reunite
in Summer’s to come.

Several of our clients have chosen
to remain with us throughout the
school year in our after-school
program, where the Summer heat
has kept us creative inside, and
the occasional cloudy day allowed
us leap and bound outside. As
Fall closes in, we will broaden our
horizons with many more group
outings, from park visits to play-
ground games. The Arizona
weather will be our closest friend in
the months to come.

By Chris Ensslin, Children’s Coordinator
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Now Accepting

Applications:
Respite and Habilitation
In-Home Care Providers

Apply Online
www.dec-az.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

JULY

o JDonnaS. 713

~ Ashley F. 7/25

Emilio “Sonny” H. 7/27
Manny C. 7/31

AUGUST
Chan “Shing” T. 8/9
Tina R. 8/9
Erica F. 8/15
Shannon T. 8/22
Nickie R. 8/30

SEPTEMBER
Stephen M. 9/13
Brian M. 9/18
Linda P. 9/20
Janice F. 9/24

ON DEC

fying individuals. These

vided by TracPhone
Wireless, Inc. come with

torola, Nokia, LG, and

If you are struggling to pay cell phone bills, SafeLink

Wireless may be able to help. This is a government

program that provides a free cell phone with 250 min-
utes per month for quali- (

prepaid phones, pro-

250 free minutes per
month. There are a
number of models avail-
able from several com-

N

N\

Kyocera. Additional minutes may be purchased from
retailers located throughout the valley.
The program is open for anyone that meets either one of

panies, including Mo-

two criteria. First, anyone that is receiving assistance

Suggested Reading:

When Your Child Has a Disability

By Mark L. Batshaw, M.D.

If you are the parent of a child who has multiple
special needs or are looking for a scholarly and
readable introduction to children's disabilities, then
When Your Child Has a Disability is a "must read"
resource. Relevant and reliable, it is the most com-
prehensive overview for parents of children with
special needs that has been published to date.

)

GO WIRELESS FOR FREE

from any of the following programs qualifies:
Federal Public Housing/Section 8

Low Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP)
Medicaid/ AHCCS

National School Lunch Program (NSL) (free pro-
gram only)

State Child Health Insurance Plan/KIDCARE
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) Food Stamps

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF)
Second, you qualify if your total household income is
at or below 150% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines
(FPG).

For more information, including eligibility require-
ments, visit www.safelinkwireless.com.
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RESOURCE LIBRARY

God Plays Piano, Too: The Spiri-

tual Lives of Disabled Children

by Brett Webb-Mitchell

A collection of narratives that look into the spiritual
lives of children with autism and behavioral disor-
ders. The author gives voice to those who are
seldom heard and shows us that God is often hid-
den in the most surprising places.

Check our other great resources on the DEC website
at www.decaz.com/resources.

~
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Accepting New Client Applications Now!

FLU SEASON

At Developmental Enrichment Centers we value every client, family
member, staff member, and visitor that comes through our doors.
During this time of year we would like to remind our friends that during
the flu season it is important to take precautions to avoid catching the
flu or spreading it. We encourage everyone to follow these simple
guidelines to promote a safe winter season:

Wash your hands regularly, especially before eating and after
sneezing.

Avoid touching your eyes and ( \
ears, or any open wounds, as
this could introduce bacteria or

SNAG GOLF TOURNAMENT
MARCH 17, 2012

Look for more information on our
website: www.dec-az.com/shag

LS

To get involved in the planning process, or to
help sponsor this fundraising event, call
Linda at 602-710-0151 or visit our contact page
at www.dec-az.com/contactus

viruses into your body.
If you have not received a flu
vaccination, now is the best
time to do it. Don’t wait until
you have the flu.

Have a safe and healthy winter!

- J
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WAYS YOU CAN HELP :
|

Calling all volunteers Translator: Provide periodic manuscript and I
Your generous gift of time and talents will verbal translation support for non-English |
bring smiles to our precious clients and will speaking family members during annual client I
help us make the best use of our resources. assessment meetings. Lo o4 g
We can use help in any of the following areas:  Reading Assistants: Volunteer once or twice |
Office Clerical Aide: Assist with general of- @ Wweek to read mail, stories, or news to cli- |
fice duties - answer phones, distribute flyers & ~ €nts. Multi-Passenger Van Driver:  Provide peri-
posters, stuffing envelopes for periodic mail- Project Leader/Teacher/Aides: Lead the odic client transportation for special week- |
ings, filing, updating client database, bi-lingual  staff and clients in special projects such as art, end events. More information
opportunities. crafts, cooking, games, and special holiday Chaperone: Provide leadership and direction |
Newsletter: Oversee the editing and produc- ~ €vents and parties to staff and clients during privately funded |
tion of Quarterly and eNewsletters in coordina-  Pet Therapy/Performers/Story Tellers: special events.
tion with staff and management. Share your love of animals, talents, stories, Special Olympics: Provide sponsorship and |
Website / Facebook: Maintain postings of exotic adventures, or introduce a new culture/  gupport allowing a client to participate in local |
monthly news and events on website and world to our clients. Special Olympic activities and events.
related social networks and monitor contents Auto Mechanic: Monitor and assist with pre- If you would like to volunteer, or want more |
of Family Support Forum. ventative maintenance of fleet vehicles information, visit www.dec-az.com/volunteer. /
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AROUND YOUR COMMUNITY

Christmas Dinner Theater

Desert Springs Community Church has ex-
tended an invitation for the clients and staff to
attend their dress rehearsal on the evening of
Monday, December 5. They will be practicing
their performance of “Two from Galilee”. The
doors will open at 5:30 PM, with a practice
show that starts at 6:00 PM. Light refresh-
ments will be served during the practice.

For the general public there will be four dinner
performances, starting Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7 through Saturday, December 10. Doors
will open at 5:30 pm, with the performance
and dinner stating at 6:00 pm. Tickets start at
$12.50. There will also be a Dessert Matinee
on Saturday, December 10 at 1:00 pm. Tick-
ets start at $5.00 for children and $7.00 for

adults.

For more information, call (623) 435-2105 or
visit www.dscchurch.com

Community Events

Raising Special Kids has opportunities for
you to learn through several free workshops.
For more details or to register for any of the
following events, visit
www.raisingspecialkids.org or call their office
at (602) 242-4366.

Positive Behavior Support: ~ Training on ef-
fective techniques for behavior management.
Thurs., Dec. 15, 3:00 to 5:00 PM.

IEP Basics: Learn about the purpose of IEP’s,
parents’ role in the process, and how to pre-
pare for meetings.

Tues., Dec. 13, 6:00 to 8:00 PM.

Guardianship: Making the decision; under-
standing the process. Learn what guardian-
ship involves before your teen turns 18. You
will also learn about alternatives to guardian-
ship. Thurs., Dec. 1, 3:00 to 5:00 PM

High School Transition:  Learn how transition
plans in a student’s IEPs in high school can
prepare for higher education, employment,
and life in the community.

Thurs., Dec. 1, 10:00 to 12:00 PM.
Bully-Free Environments:  Learn how to
recognize bullying, effectively respond, and
build positive solutions.

Wed., Dec. 7, 10:00 to 12:00 PM.

All of the workshops listed here will meet at
5025 E. Washington St., #204
Phoenix, AZ 85034
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WITH SPECIAL THANKS...

TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS:

DEC would like to thank Walmart, who awarded us with a grant to be
used for new equipment and supplies for our health and nutrition

program. This will come in

handy as we move into our

new location where we will

have a wheelchair accessi-

ble kitchen.

A thanks also goes out to the Ari-

zona Cardinals, who donated tickets

for our clients to attend a preseason

game. They enjoyed watch-
ing as the home town

defeated the Broncos
26t0 7.

s s e o e e e S S O O S B S S S S S e e S S S S e e e Eae Eae Eae e e .

FAMILY RETREATS

Joni and Friends provide a fun place where the whole
family can be refreshed and encouraged. Children and
teens can fully participate in a variety of activities, includ-
ing “climbing walls and ropes courses, boating, hiking
trails, mud pits, and a host of other activities to energize
the week.” Disabilities do not limit people at the family
retreats. In these safe, accessible camps, kids and
adults are free to be themselves in a loving, caring envi-
ronment. Parents are able to relax or enjoy free-time
activities while Short

Term  Missionaries (
accompany their
children in fun, age-
appropriate  activi-
ties.

For more informa-
tion, you can visit
joniandfriends.org/
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Janice Fritsch
Accounting Specialist

Janice was born in lllinois and
has lived in various states to date,
including Michigan, Wyoming,
Colorado, California, and
Arizona. In 1982 she went to
Adelphi Business College and got
a certificate in Accounting and
Computer Programming. She
later went on to obtain a BA degree from the University of
Arizona in Media Arts and Communications.

Janice joined DEC in March of 2009. She excels in finan-
cial analyses and has been instrumental in setting up our
DEC accounting system including the transition of in-
house payroll processing. With her faithful stewardship
she implemented internal controls for sound accounting
management, prepares and presents financial reports to
the board, and has been highly dependable for volunteer
projects and at fundraising events.

Writing, photography, theatre, and horses are her secret
passions. A picture is worth a thousand words and can
touch a soul so deep.

Chris Ensslin
Children’s Program Coordinator

We have been blessed by having
Chris Ensslin in our children’s depart-
ment. He has shared all of his knowl-
edge, expertise, and compassion to-
wards our kids and has proven to be
a great addition to the DEC family!
Chris was born in Colorado, but has
spent most of his life in Peoria, Ari-
zona. Chris attends the University of Phoenix and is cur-
rently working on getting his Masters degree in Special
Education. His plans are to be a Special Education teacher.

Chris works for Peoria School as a Behavioral Manage-
ment Technician and coaching basketball. He is our Coor-
dinator at the Children’s after school program. Chris enjoys
the kids and is a great role model for them. The kids re-
spect and look forward to seeing him every day. Chris’s
hobbies are sports, music, games, and kids. He also vol-
unteers for Special Olympic Basketball.

Chris’s energy and compassion for the kids is truly a bless-
ing for the DEC family and we are thankful for him!

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST DEC STAFF

Emilio Hernandez, Transport Driver; Edith Peinado, Children’s Afterschool Program; Sarah Ruiz, Adult Day Program;
Shannon Tvrz, Children’s Afterschool Program; Donna Martin, HCBS Services

Office: 623-328-7129
Program: 602-314-4214
Fax: 623-875-0639

Email: info@dec-az.com



